
REALLY BIG NUMBERS

Richard Evan Schwartz

Large numbers may seem like a banal sub-
ject, but Richard Evan Schwartz goes way, 
way beyond the banal, presenting the con-
cept of big numbers with a freshness and 

originality rarely seen elsewhere. Using beautiful and imaginative 
illustrations to build from single digit numbers to sextillions, 
googols and beyond, his evocative drawings will give the readers, 
not only children, a true feeling for the vastness of numbers, 
nearly to infinity.

—George Szpiro, Neue Zürcher Zeitung (Switzerland)
and author of “Secret Life of Numbers”

and “Mathematical Medley”
2014; 192 pages; Softcover; ISBN: 978-1-4704-1425-2; List US$25; 
AMS members US$20; Order code MBK/84

THE ADVENTURE OF 
NUMBERS

Gilles Godefroy

A delightful panoramic story that traces the 
origin of the concept of numbers from pre-his-
tory, through antiquity, the Middle Ages, the 
Renaissance, and down to modern times. As 

such, it is a book that discusses a lot of history; however, it is not so 
much a book about the history of mathematics, but rather more of 
a mathematical narrative that uses history to enliven its discus-
sion of the evolution of mathematical concepts. … [I]nspirational 
reading about the unity and evolution of mathematical thought.

—MAA Reviews
Mathematical World, Volume 21; 2004; 194 pages; Softcover; 
ISBN: 978-0-8218-3304-9; List US$32; AMS members US$25.60; 
Order code MAWRLD/21

UNDERSTANDING NUMBERS 
IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
MATHEMATICS

Hung-Hsi Wu
This textbook for pre-service and current ele-
mentary school teachers provides a compre-
hensive treatment of all the standard topics 
about numbers in the school mathematics 

curriculum: whole numbers, fractions, and rational numbers. 
Assuming no previous knowledge of mathematics, the presenta-
tion develops the basic facts about numbers from the beginning 
and thoroughly covers the subject matter for grades K through 7.

2011; 551 pages; Hardcover; ISBN: 978-0-8218-5260-6; List US$79; 
AMS members US$63.20; Order code MBK/79

THOSE FASCINATING 
NUMBERS

Jean-Marie De Koninck
This book provides a listing of positive integers 
along with their most remarkable properties, 
serving as a vehicle to explore elementary and 
advanced topics in classical number theory. 

Each of the open problems included in the book represents an 
enigma that will stimulate the reader’s curiosity.

2009; 426 pages; Softcover; ISBN: 978-0-8218-4807-4; List US$49; 
AMS members US$39.20; Order code MBK/64

THE PRIME NUMBERS AND 
THEIR DISTRIBUTION

Gérald Tenenbaum and
Michel Mendès France

A wealth of information … The treatment is 
concise and the level is high. The authors have 
chosen to highlight some of the most important 

points of the area, and the exposition and the translation are 
excellent. Reading this book is equivalent to ascending a major 
summit.

—MAA Monthly
The goal of this book is to provide insights into the prime num-
bers and to describe how a sequence so tautly determined can 
incorporate such a striking amount of randomness.

Student Mathematical Library, Volume 6; 2000; 115 pages; 
Softcover; ISBN: 978-0-8218-1647-9; List US$20; All individuals 
US$16; Order code STML/6

ANALYTIC NUMBER THEORY

Exploring the Anatomy of Integers
Jean-Marie De Koninck and Florian 
Luca
A fascinating assemblage of topics from ana-
lytic number theory that provides an intro-
duction to the subject, with a very clear and 
unique focus on the anatomy of integers.

Graduate Studies in Mathematics, Volume 134; 2012; 414 
pages; Hardcover; ISBN: 978-0-8218-7577-3; List US$75; AMS mem-
bers US$60; Order code GSM/134
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The ancient Pythagoras once theorized: “Numbers are the 
language of the universe.” Indeed, the titles below will 
speak to an incredibly diverse range of individuals who 
find themselves fascinated by numbers large and small, 
from children to elementary school teachers to historians 
of mathematics.
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