
Let me start by highlighting some positive news, public recognition of members of
our broad community. This is reported in two brief articles: Terry Tao’s receipt of
the newly established Breakthrough Prize in Mathematics, and Order of Australia
awards announced in the Queen’s Birthday honours list. Our congratulations to
all of these recipients.

A matter of ongoing concern is the health of the mathematical sciences in Aus-
tralia. This is addressed both by AMSI, in its Discipline Profile http://www.amsi.
au/index.php/publications-mainmenu/media-releases/1291-dealing-with-austral
ia-s-mathematical-deficit, and by the NCMS, through the decadal plan http://
www.mathscidecadalplan.org.au/.The alarming state of preparedness of secondary
mathematics teachers is arguably our biggest problem. The recent release of the
Discipline Profile, with its positive suggestions for remedies, led to some media
interest, which we hope will continue. Read the columns by Geoff Prince and
Nalini Joshi for more interesting ideas, and also the article by Bronwyn Welch
from CSIRO Education about their Mathematicians in Schools program. Nalini
also makes a comparison of the decadal plans across other disciplines.

The declining mathematical skills of school leavers means we cannot assume too
much knowledge of students entering university. Deborah King and Joann Cattlin
present a thorough discussion of the issues this involves.

In the President’s column, Peter Forrester concentrates more on tertiary issues.
For example, should the current generation of students attend our lectures? The
increase in funding levels for Commonwealth Supported Places in Mathematics
and Statistics is welcome, but takes place at the same time as a general decline in
funding for universities.

This issue of the Gazette contains five book reviews, more than we have had for
quite a while. We thank all the reviewers who have taken the time to prepare
these.

We publish an obituary of Geoff Mercer, who passed away unexpectedly in April,
far too young. Three of his colleagues give us some insight into his life and work.
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Other regular features in this issue are reports on four workshops, news updates
from local correspondents and the ever popular Puzzle Corner.

Sid and I hope you enjoy reading this issue.

STOP PRESS. Alex Gunning, now a year 11 student at Glen Waverley Secondary
College in Melbourne, has for the second time won a Gold Medal at the Interna-
tional Mathematical Olympiad. This time, he also achieved a perfect score on every
question, a distinction he shared with two other competitors. A radio interview
with him is available at www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/aus
tralian-gold-at-international-mathematical-olympiad/5600310.A full report on the
entire Australian IMO Team will appear in a subsequent issue.
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