
19

Australian Academy of Science awards

Three mathematical scientists were amongst the 2013 winners of honorific awards
for scientific excellence announced on 16 January by the Australian Academy of
Science.

The 2013 Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal

The 2013 Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal for research in
mathematics or physics has been awarded to Professor
Cheryl Elisabeth Praeger AM FAA of the University
of Western Australia.

The purpose of this biennial award is to recognise out-
standing achievement by a scientist in Australia for
research in mathematics or physics.

Cheryl is an Australian Research Council Federation
Fellow and Director of the Centre for Mathemat-
ics of Symmetry and Computation. She is a Mem-
ber of the Order of Australia, recipient of the Cen-
tenary Medal of the Australian Government, Fel-
low of the Australian Academy of Science, Execu-
tive Committee member of the International Math-
ematical Union, member of the Australian Research
Council College of Experts, foundation board member of the Australian Math-
ematics Trust, Chair of the Australian Mathematics Olympiad Committee, for-
mer president of the Australian Mathematical Society, former Chair of the
Australian Council of Heads of Mathematical Sciences, and was 2009 Western
Australian Scientist of the Year. She received honorary doctorates from the
Prince of Songkla University in 1993 and the Université libre de Bruxelles in
2005. For much more information, see her interview with Bernhard Neumann at
http://science.org.au/scientists/interviews/p/cp.html.

The Academy’s citation reads

Professor Cheryl Praeger has transformed our understanding of groups

acting on large systems, producing new theories, algorithms and de-

signs that have advanced every field that exploits the symmetry of large

systems. Her research has led to significant new directions taken up by

mathematicians internationally. Her algorithms have enhanced powerful

computer algebra systems which have transformed research and teaching

of algebra.

http://science.org.au/scientists/interviews/p/cp.html
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The 2013 Hannan Medal

The 2013 Hannan Medal for research in statistical sci-
ence has been awarded to Professor Matthew Paul
Wand FAA of the University of Technology Sydney

This biennial award recognises research, in turn, in the
fields of statistical science, pure mathematics, and ap-
plied mathematics and computational mathematics.
The 2013 Hannan Medal is for research in statistical
science. The award is made for research carried out
mainly in Australia.

Matt is a Distinguished Professor of Statistics at the
University of Technology, Sydney. He is an elected Fel-
low of the Australian Academy of Science and previ-
ous winner of the Academy’s Moran Medal for statis-
tical research (1997). He is also an elected Fellow of

the American Statistical Association and the Institute of Mathematical Statistics.

The Academy’s citation reads

Matt Wand’s main research focus is non-linear statistical models and

methodology for high-dimensional and complex data, in the face of rapid

technological change. Much of this research incorporates ongoing devel-

opments in Machine Learning. His contributions are multifaceted and

involve applications, theory, methodology and publicly available soft-

ware. Whilst most of Wand’s research is generic, areas of application

that have driven some his research include public health, computational

biology and the natural environment.

The 2013 Moran Medal

The 2013 Moran Medal for research in statistics has
been awarded to Dr Aurore Delaigle of the University
of Melbourne.

This biennial award recognises outstanding research
by scientists no more than 40 years of age, in one or
more of the fields of applied probability, biometrics,
mathematical genetics, psychometrics and statistics.

Aurore is a graduate of Université catholique de Lou-
vain, and has held positions at San Diego and Bristol.
She is currently an ARC Queen Elizabeth II Fellow.
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The Academy’s citation reads

Dr Delaigle’s has made influential contributions to contemporary sta-

tistical problems, including deconvolution, regression with measurement

errors, functional data analysis, analysis of high-dimensional data, group

testing, and a wide variety of contributions to function estimation. She

is remarkably adept at transforming complex and highly abstract meth-

ods into easy to understand concepts, and at developing fully applicable

techniques that work in a wide variety of settings. An advantage of her

approach to developing methodology is that her techniques apply at

once to many practical problems, in both the biological and physical

sciences.




