
Peter Taylor*

I’m writing this a couple of weeks after coming home from the annual conference
of the Australian Mathematical Society, which was held at the University of
Wollongong between 26 and 29 September. As usual, I came back from the
conference inspired by the breadth of activity that is going on in our field and
promising myself that I would get back to thinking about those research problems
that have been lying around for too long.

On behalf of the community, I’d like to thank conference director David Pask and
his team for all their hard work. I know that they faced some difficult challenges,
particularly in putting together the list of plenary speakers after a number of first
choices turned out to be unable to accept their invitations. Despite this, they can
be very proud of the final outcome.

For those of us that hold official positions in the Australian Mathematical Society,
the annual conference is accompanied by a large number of meetings. These start
on the Saturday evening before the conference when the Steering Committee
meets. The Editor’s Committee and then the Australian Mathematical Publishing
Association, which is the separate body responsible for the journals, meet on
the Sunday morning, followed immediately by the Council of the Australian
Mathematical Society. The Council meeting takes up most of the rest of the day.
The meetings are rounded out by the AGM that takes place on the Wednesday
afternoon, followed immediately by a second short meeting of Council that is
intended to deal with business that arises at the AGM.

In Wollongong, there was also a forum hosted by the Chair of the National
Committee for the Mathematical Sciences (NCMS), Nalini Joshi. The NCMS
is the committee of the Australian Academy of Science that has responsibility
for all of the mathematical sciences, including statistics, operations research and
mathematical education, as well as mathematics. Nalini was particularly keen to
discuss ideas for a ‘decadal plan’ for the mathematical sciences. Such plans have
recently been successful in the physics and astronomy communities in providing a
context within which approaches to government for funding can be made.

There is some debate about the precise shape that such a plan should take, but
I think it is clear that there needs to be a strategic plan of some sort for the
mathematical sciences. Indeed there were a number of times during the Sunday
Council meeting where it was pointed out that a decision would have been easier
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to make if we had a common high-level understanding of what we are trying
to achieve. The abovementioned point, that it is easier to submit proposals to
government within an agreed strategic context, is also important.

The AGM and the Council meetings in Wollongong saw two exciting new
proposals. The first was a proposal that the Australian Mathematical Society form
a second division (after ANZIAM) in the area of mathematical physics. This was
enthusiastically received. However, since formation of a division can occur only
after it has received the support of a majority of members at a special ballot, the
Council’s decision was to form a special interest group straight away, with the
intention that it grow into a division in the next year or two. Pursuant to this,
you can expect to receive notification of the first conference of the Mathematical
Physics Special Interest Group next year. I encourage those of you who work in
mathematical physics to look out for this announcement and to play an active
part in this new special interest group. A demonstration that it has appropriate
critical mass is an important milestone on its path to becoming a division.

The second proposal arose during the conference, was formally put forward at
the AGM, and was discussed further at the second Council meeting. This was
that Australian Mathematical Society form a special interest group for women
in mathematics. I did not hear anyone speak against this, and I’d like to think
that such a proposal would be unanimously supported by AustMS members.
The decision of the second Council meeting was that Barbara Maenhaut of the
University of Queensland be asked to coordinate a group to produce a concrete
proposal that Council will be able to vote on. I’d encourage anyone interested in
helping get this special interest group off the ground to contact Barbara. I’m sure
that she will be interested in your support.

My final short item of business is to report that the reciprocity agreement with
SIAM, which I discussed in my column in the July issue of the Gazette, has now
been finalised. This agreement is printed elsewhere in this issue. I hope that those of
you who are interested in applied mathematics are in a position to take advantage
of some of the benefits that flow from this agreement.
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