
Peter Taylor1

I have been a member of the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics
(SIAM) for a number of years now: it is one society membership that I really value.
As well as publishing the SIAM journals, which are arguably the top journals in
industrial and applied mathematics, SIAM also produces SIAM News, which is
published ten times a year in the format of a newspaper. SIAM News invariably
has interesting articles on a range of topics.

Given this association, I am very pleased to be able to report that, largely due to
the efforts of Ian Sloan, the Australian Mathematical Society now has a reciprocity
agreement with SIAM. Specifically, AustMS members who reside outside the US
will be accepted as SIAM reciprocity members at its reciprocity membership rate,
and SIAM members who reside outside Australia will be accepted as reciprocal
members of AustMS at 50% of the rate for ordinary members of AustMS. I
encourage those of you who are interested in industrial and applied mathematics
to take up this opportunity.

While on the issue of SIAM, the latest (May 2011) issue had a very interesting
passage by its President, Nick Trefethen. He started out by asking what the biggest
change in SIAM had been over the last decade and continued with

. . . the biggest story is student members and student chapters. SIAM has
quadrupled its activity in this area. It’s an amazing transition, and you
can see it at any SIAM meeting, where there are many more student
attendees and student activities than there used to be. When I say
‘students’, incidentally, I mean mostly graduate students, but quite a
few undergraduates are busy with SIAM too.

The numbers are remarkable. In the 1990s, we had 1000 or so student
members. Then beginning in 2003, the numbers shot up to 3000, 4000
and now over 5000. What made this happen was the decision to allow
many students to become SIAM members for free (students at SIAM
academic member institutions, or members of student chapters, or
students nominated by SIAM members). Free members don’t vote in
elections, but they get SIAM News and access to SIAM Review and
maybe most important, a 30% discount on textbooks. Even paying
student members are only charged $25.
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I read this with interest because, for some years now, I have been part of a group
within the AustMS that has been pushing for free student membership. I think that
it would be fair to say that this idea has widespread support, but the stumbling
block has been something that was recognised in the above statement by Nick
Trefethen —voting rights. A majority of senior members of the AustMS would
not be happy to allow students with free membership to have voting rights and,
unlike SIAM, the AustMS does not currently have a category of membership from
which voting rights are withheld.

The answer to this dilemma is to change the AustMS constitution to create a
category of membership that has the required features, and I’m currently chairing
a committee whose goal is to do precisely this, as well as to tidy up a number of
other features of the constitution that clearly need to be fixed. I have to admit
that this doesn’t play to my personal strengths —I would have been very happy to
have managed to get through life without ever having to read a constitution —and
recent progress has been slow. However, I hope that the committee will report back
to Council with a proposal at its September meeting and that this will then be
able to be put to the membership. When that happens, I would encourage you all
to support the changes. It will be a great achievement if they lead to an expansion
anything like that achieved by SIAM.

The AustMS has recently been engaging in other efforts to increase its profile.
Thanks to Michael Shaw of the Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute
(AMSI), it now has a tri-fold colour brochure suitable for handing out to
prospective members. This replaces the bulky A4 membership booklet that we
used to hand out. We have also come to an arrangement with AMSI whereby it
can advertise in the Gazette and the AustMS can advertise in the AMSI publication
Maths Ad(d)s. Again, we are using this opportunity in the hope of attracting young
members.

Let’s hope that in ten years’ time we can look back on all these efforts as leading
to a much expanded and more relevant AustMS.
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