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Charles Pearce is one of the finest applied mathematicians in Australia. He is not
only a scholar but also a gentleman. I have worked closely with Charles for the
past 15 years and I must say it is hard to imagine a more agreeable and unflappable
colleague. Charles has an enormous appetite for work — it is not unusual at any
hour of the day or night to find him at work in his office — but it would be a
mistake to think that his interests are restricted to mathematics. His interests
include history, culture, the arts and language — indeed there is no end to his
personal quest for knowledge.

As with his interests in all things Charles has a very broad range of interests
in mathematics. My joint research with Charles has included optimal control,
stochastic processes, modelling of realistic systems and inversion of singularly per-
turbed operators. But I am only one of 60 with whom Charles has undertaken
joint research. Number theory, operations research, telecommunications, inequal-
ities, measure theory, military strategy and many more topics come readily to
mind and with a little thought I could go on and on. Charles has had a distin-
guished research career for which he was justly rewarded with the ANZIAM Medal
in 2001 and the ASOR Ren Potts Award in 2007. He was promoted to Professor
of Applied Mathematics at the University of Adelaide in 2003 and subsequently
appointed to the Thomas Elder Chair of Mathematics in 2004. Charles Pearce has
been a Fellow of the Australian Mathematical Society since 1995 and was granted
life membership in 2009.

The main reason for this tribute to Charles is, however, his service to The ANZIAM
Journal of the Australian Mathematical Society. When Ernie Tuck became Editor-
in-Chief of The Journal of the Australian Mathematical Society Series B (JAMS B)
in 1985 the local support team comprised Ren Potts, Charles Pearce and Peter
Gill. Charles became a member of the Editorial Board in 1987, was acting Editor-
in-Chief in 1989 and 1992 while Ernie was on study leave, and was appointed
Editor-in-Chief when Ernie resigned in 1993. Charles then set out to develop a
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more explicit international profile for JAMS B. To this end he extended the Edito-
rial Board from 10 in 1993 to 19 in 2000, and in so doing included several prominent
overseas members. In 2000 JAMS B became The ANZIAM Journal with an ex-
plicit aim of representing the interests of the Australia and New Zealand Industrial
and Applied Mathematics (ANZIAM) Division of the Australian Mathematical So-
ciety. Charles Pearce was the Foundation Editor and Emma Hunt was appointed
as the Executive Editor. Emma has helped Charles to streamline many of the
editorial tasks and has also acted as an assistant editor when Charles has been
away.

Charles served as editor of JAMS B and The ANZIAM Journal for nigh on 20 years
and made his own indelible mark. I noted earlier that his mathematical interests
are eclectic — I know of no one who is more widely read. Indeed when I describe
him as an applied mathematician that could be seen as misleading. Charles is
primarily a mathematician. Thus, under his guidance, The ANZIAM Journal has
become a very broadly based journal — something that does not always sit com-
fortably with the whole of the applied mathematics community. Mathematics can
be useful — and traditionally The ANZIAM Journal has published articles where
the connection to a specific application is clearly described — and it can be beau-
tiful. I think the beauty of mathematics is the primary motivation for Charles.
That appeals to me.

The ANZIAM Journal has been, and must remain, an important channel of com-
munication for applied mathematicians from Australia and New Zealand. The
modern world demands that we publish in highly ranked journals and we need to
understand what that means for our ANZIAM Journal. If we want the journal to
survive then we have to support it with many of our best articles. As editor of the
journal Charles followed his own course — not a course dictated by rankings or by
fashion and certainly not a course that pandered to particular interest groups. His
legacy is a journal that stands on its own two feet but nevertheless a journal that
needs our support.

In closing, I want to thank Charles for his many years of distinguished service
to ANZIAM and the Australian Mathematical Society and in particular for his
service to The ANZIAM Journal.


