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Adelaide Hills Convention Centre, South Australia

5{9 February 2017

Yvonne Stokes*

The 53rd ANZIAM conference was held from the 5th to the 9th of February
2017 at the Adelaide Hills Convention Centre on the outskirts of Hahndorf in the
Adelaide Hills. The applied mathematics community turned up in force with 220
people attending, including 8 invited speakers, a special guest, and 84 students.
There were 181 contributed talks, of which 81 were by students, and 5 parallel
sessions were needed to provide enough 20 minute slots for them all.

Inside the Adelaide Hills Convention Centre

The Adelaide Hills experienced its
full gamut of weather for the time
of year. Temperatures were mild and
considerable rain fell on Sunday and
Monday; umbrellas and coats were
in much use, and care was needed
to avoid wet feet if you used the
short-cut track to walk to Hahndorf
township. Then the rain passed and
we had a lovely day before the ex-
treme heat (39–41◦C) hit on Wednes-
day and Thursday. But, despite the
weather trials, spirits were high and the conference proceeded with gusto.

The conference got underway in a relaxed style on the evening of Sunday 5 Febru-
ary, in true Australian style, with a welcoming BBQ on ‘The Deck’ of the Con-
vention Centre. Formal proceedings started at 8.15 am on Monday morning and
we were honoured to have the conference opened by the South Australian Chief
Scientist, Dr Leanna Read, the first woman to hold this position. Following this,
Dr Claire Postlethwaite took the stage as our opening invited speaker and had
people tapping their knees!

The invited speakers committee, comprised of Mary Myerscough as Chair (Uni-
versity of Sydney), Gary Froyland (University of New South Wales), John Hearn
(Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology), Markus Hegland (Australian National
University), Roslyn Hickson (IBM Research), Alex James (University of Canter-
bury), Mark McGuinness (Victoria University of Wellington), Michael Small (Uni-
versity of Western Australia) and Yvonne Stokes (University of Adelaide), came up
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with a great selection of invited speakers to whom were added the 2016 medalists
bringing the total to eight. These were:

• Claire Postlethwaite (University of Auckland, NZ) who spoke on ‘Noisy
attractors: modelling using heteroclinic and excitable networks’,

• Jonathan Wylie (City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR) who
spoke on ‘Stretching of viscous threads’,

• Hans De Sterck (Monash University) who spoke on ‘Nonlinearly precondi-
tioned optimisation methods for data analytics’,

• Joshua Ross (University of Adelaide and 2016 Michell Medalist) who spoke
on ‘Mathematical problems in pandemic response’,

• Maria Vlasiou (Eindhoven University of Technology, The Netherlands) who
spoke on ‘Error bounds and approximations for heavy-tailed stochastic
systems’,

• Meinolf Sellmann (General Electric, USA) who spoke on ‘Intelligent deci-
sions’,

• Martine Woolf (Geoscience Australia) who spoke on ‘When nature comes
knocking — disasters, risk and resilience’, and

• Frank de Hoog (CSIRO and 2016 ANZIAM Medalist) who spoke on ‘Math-
ematics for industry; a non-stationary process’.

In addition we were honoured by the attendance of a special guest, Professor John
Ockendon from the University of Oxford UK, who might be termed the father of
the Maths-in-Industry Study Group. John came to the ANZIAM conference before
attending a MAXIMA symposium on applied and industrial mathematics in Mel-
bourne and the MISG in Adelaide. He gave a talk entitled ‘Industrial Mathematics
and Wave Propagation’ and highlighted the need to acquire secure funding to
support applied and industrial mathematics. Brief biographies of these speakers are
available on the conference website (www.maths.adelaide.edu.au/anziam2017/).

On Monday afternoon Nigel Bean (University of Adelaide) addressed the con-
ference delegates on the work of the AMSI Industry/Mathematical Sciences En-
gagement Task Force, a group of 18 senior industry and academic representa-
tives who aim to increase the engagement between industry and the mathemat-
ical sciences. This taskforce has identified a set of skills with which our gradu-
ates need to be equipped for work in industry. Nigel’s full talk is available at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgE7kdyk-94.

An aim of ANZIAM 2017 was to promote engagement with the Japanese Society
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (JSIAM) and we welcomed to our con-
ference 17 delegates from Japan, of which 6 were students. Talks by the Japanese
delegates and talks on research involving collaboration between researchers based
in Australia or New Zealand and Japan were listed in the abstract booklet as a
‘virtual session’ and marked ‘J’ in the schedule to help interested people to find
them, while every effort was made to schedule the talks with other talks in the same
general research area to ensure an interested audience. Professor Kenji Kajiwara,
a prime instigator of this initiative, was very sorry not to be able to attend the
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JSIAM, AustMS and ANZIAM representa-
tives with the painting given by JSIAM to
ANZIAM (top); the now framed painting
(bottom).

conference in person. However, a
meeting was held at lunch time on
Wednesday between representatives
from the Australian Mathematical So-
ciety, ANZIAM and JSIAM, and at-
tended by Kenji via Skype, to dis-
cuss AustMS-JSIAM reciprocal mem-
bership arrangements. A watercolor
painting was presented by Professor
Shin’ichi Oishi (Waseda University)
on behalf of JSIAM to the Chair of
AustMS, Professor Kate Smith-Miles.
A reciprocal-membership agreement
has since been signed.

Aside from the conference welcoming
BBQ, there were a number of other
formal social events: a student event
on Monday evening, the Women in
Mathematical Sciences Lunch on Tues-
day, an organised tour on Tuesday af-
ternoon and, of course, the conference
dinner on Wednesday.

The student event on Monday evening
was organised by Laura Karantgis,
the ANZIAM student representative.
The students enjoyed finger food and
beverages on ‘The Deck’ at the Adelaide Hills Convention Centre, where they had
an opportunity to get to know each other and discuss academic life in an informal
environment. Those who were keen to continue the conversation into the later
evening then went for a stroll into town to try some of the local award winning
beer at The Haus, Hahndorf.

In recent years, and with the generous sponsorship of Professor Nalini Joshi through
her ARC Georgina Sweet Laureate Fellowship, a tradition has been established to
hold a Women in Mathematical Sciences lunch. This was organised by Gobert Lee
(Flinders University), Giang Nguyen (University of Adelaide) and myself (Uni-
versity of Adelaide). The lunch was held on Tuesday and attracted around 63
participants, a record for this event. The MC was Lesley Ward (University of
South Australia), the Past Chair of WIMSIG. I opened the event, as the Chair of
WIMSIG, with a brief welcome, and spoke about what I hope to achieve in this
role. Then, each of the female invited speakers, Claire Postlethwaite, Maria Vlasiou
and Martine Woolf, spoke about their very different career paths and experiences
as female mathematicians. This panel then took questions from the audience and
some discussion ensued.

On the talk-free Tuesday afternoon some delegates went on the organised tour
to the Hahndorf Hill Winery, for the chocovino experience — chocolate and wine
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matching. Following this they went on to the award-winning Prancing Pony Brew-
ery in Mt Barker. Others went strawberry picking at the Beerenberg Family Farm
or had fun in other ways.

The conference dinner and awards ceremony was held Wednesday evening at Max-
imillian’s Restaurant in Verdun, a short distance from Hahndorf. Bus transport
there and back was available for those that wished to use it. On arrival it was
possible to sample Sidewood wines and to try hitting a golf ball into a hole on
an island in the nearby dam. (They weren’t real golf balls; they would float for
later collection and reuse.) It was a hot evening, on account of which the drinks
were started a little early. Then, around 6.30pm there was a power blackout for
which South Australia is becoming notorious! Recall that there was also a power
blackout at the welcoming reception of ANZIAM 2011 in Glenelg. The restaurant
staff tried to find out whether the cause was a local problem they could fix or a
wider issue. It was a wider problem; power was deliberately cut for 45 minutes to
manage a lack of available generation supply in SA. Canapés and then the entrées
were served before the power was restored, which brought a cheer from the diners.

The conference dinner, Maximillian’s Restaurant.

Six awards were made at the conference dinner. Once again the quality of the
student talks was very high and it was too hard to separate the top two students
so that there were two winners of the T.M. Cherry prize for the best student talk:

• Claire Miller (University of Melbourne), who spoke on ‘How thick is your
skin? The effect of cell behaviour on epidermal tissue structure’;

• Eric Hester (University of Sydney), whose talk had the catchy title of ‘New
insights on dead water’.

Jody Fisher (Flinders University) received the A.F. Pillow top-up scholarship.
Next, the Michell Medal was awarded to Alys Clark (University of Auckland).
Finally, Helen Tuck, the wife of the late Ernie Tuck, presented the Tuck Medal to
Kate Smith-Miles (Monash University).

After the presentations I, as conference Director, and making use of ‘An Anecdo-
tal History of the Applied Mathematics Conference and the Division of Applied
Mathematics’ written in 1984 by Roger Braddock, reminded delegates of the South
Australian origins of the ANZIAM conference. I described some of the conditions
at the very first Applied Mathematics Conference on Kangaroo Island and, in
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Carlo Laing with T.M. Cherry prize winners Claire Miller (left) and Eric Hester (center);
Andrew Bassom with A.F. Pillow scholarship winner Jody Fisher (right).

particular, the transport of a fresh pig carcase for the conference dinner — in the
cabin of a light aircraft with many of the conference delegates. For those that are
interested, this little book is available at www.anziam.org.au/Past+events.

Despite the late night, there was a good turn-out for the invited speaker, Martine
Woolf, at 8.30 am on Thursday morning. After some more parallel sessions the
final talk for the conference was delivered by invited speaker and 2016 ANZIAM
medalist, Frank de Hoog.

It had been decided by the ANZIAM Student Representative, Laura Karantgis,
to award the Cherry Ripe prize for the best non-student talk, as judged by the
student community, at the close of the conference rather than at the conference
dinner. This enabled all non-student contributed talks to be considered. The prize
winner was Christopher Green (Queensland University of Technology). Following
this I made a few concluding remarks to close the conference and we all went to
lunch.

Thanks to Hayden Tronnolone there was an ANZIAM 2017 twitter account. The
popularity of social media in the applied mathematics community is, perhaps,
indicated by the account’s posting of 189 messages (Tweets), having a total of
44 397 impressions and being mentioned 80 times in the lead-up to and during the
conference.

Michell medalist Alys Clark with Mark Nelson (left); Tuck medalist Kate Smith-Miles
with Helen Tuck and Peter Taylor (right).

www.anziam.org.au/Past+events
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The success of ANZIAM 2017 was facilitated by a number of sponsors: the School of
Information Technology and Mathematical Sciences, The University of South Aus-
tralia; the School of Mathematical Sciences, The University of Adelaide; the School
of Computer Science, Engineering and Mathematics, Flinders University; the ARC
Centre of Excellence for Mathematical and Statistical Frontiers (ACEMS); PDE
Solutions Inc. (suppliers of FlexPDE); and Technic Pty Ltd (distributor of COM-
SOL Multiphysics in Australia/NZ). Professor Nalini Joshi (University of Sydney)
sponsored the Women in Mathematical Sciences Lunch through her ARC Georgina
Sweet Laureate Fellowship and ANZIAM assisted 37 students to attend the con-
ference. A big thank you to all sponsors.

Deciding the winner(s) of the T.M. Cherry prize is an important task at an ANZIAM
conference. Many thanks to Carlo Laing (Massey University) for taking on the
significant task of putting together and chairing the T.M. Cherry prize committee.
Also, thanks to all the members of that committee who gave their time and,
without doubt, made some sacrifices in the interests of seeing student talks. Once
again Mark McGuinness accepted the commission of conference photographer and
did a fantastic job; thank you Mark.

Finally I wish to acknowledge and thank my organising committee: Barry Cox
(University of Adelaide, Treasurer), Ed Green (University of Adelaide, Secretary),
Bronwyn Hajek (University of South Australia), Michael Haythorpe (Flinders Uni-
versity), and Hayden Tronnolone (University of Adelaide, Webmaster). It was a
small but hard-working and reliable team and everyone contributed happily. It
was a delight to work with them. Thanks also to my niece, Tikva Barton, who
made short work of packing all the conference bags in her school holidays, to
Brendan Harding for pitching in when it was needed, and to Nathaniel Jewell for
his excellent service at the registration desk throughout the conference.

Organising committee members at the dinner (left to right):
Bronwyn Hajek, Hayden Tronnolone, Ed Green and Barry Cox.




