
David and I welcome you to the July issue of the Gazette. Before discussing the
contents of this issue: “In what European science chief Carlos Moedas calls a ‘life-
changing’ move, E.U. member states today agreed on an ambitious new open-
access (OA) target. All scientific papers should be freely available by 2020, the
Competitiveness Council— a gathering of ministers of science, innovation, trade,
and industry — concluded after a two-day meeting in Brussels. But some observers
are warning that the goal will be difficult to achieve.” While “2020” and “all”
may be too optimistic, it is clear that there is a movement towards Open Access
publication. As the Australian Mathematical Society obtains most of its revenue
from journals, it is necessary to plan for any impact this would have on the Society
and the many Divisions, Special Interest Groups, Fellowships, conferences etc that
AustMS supports. Income from payments by authors for publication would most
likely be much smaller than current income. For more on this EU decision, see
https://tinyurl.com/open-source-declaration.

In this issue we introduce a new regular column called ‘Talking Teaching’. It begins

Birgit and I (Sid Morris) have agreed to edit a column in the Gazette
addressing teaching and learning issues that university mathematics lec-
turers face today, particularly as regards the use of technology. Our focus
is primarily the technologies used to facilitate student learning as well
as mathematical software packages. While we plan to write some of the
articles, we welcome contributions from others.

For those wishing to find examples for their students or themselves of the impact
of mathematics over the centuries, I highly recommend the winner of the 2017
Euler Book Prize: In Pursuit of the Unknown: 17 Equations That Changed the

World by Ian Stewart and published by Basic Books in 2012.

In the President’s Column, Kate Smith-Miles says

. . . for the last two months I have had my head down, reading over
100 ARC Discovery and DECRA proposals as a member of the ARC
College of Experts. It has been a fascinating opportunity to observe
the breadth and depth of mathematics research already underway and
planned across the country. I’d like to encourage colleagues to consider
being nominated for this role in the future, for the personal benefit
they will receive from a broadened knowledge of mathematics, but also
for the important contribution they will be making to the mathematics
community.

https://tinyurl.com/open-source-declaration
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Kate also discusses the importance of mathematical literacy in the community and
of evidence-based decision-making.

In his report as Chair, National Committee for Mathematical Sciences, Peter For-
rester remarked on the unexpected change to 457 visas and its negative impact
on the Australian research community, in particular. He also discussed the imple-
mentation of the decadal plan.

In the AMSI report, Anthony Henderson notes that the AMSI Summer School is
the largest annual event for Australian students in the mathematical sciences. He
says:

AMSI Summer School 2017, the 15th Summer School overall and sec-
ond to be hosted by The University of Sydney, will be remembered for
extremes: a record total number of 168 attendees; a record number of
57 students completing one course (Mathematics and Statistics of Big
Data); and, equally memorable, the record temperatures of Sydney’s
hottest month in history. Students, lecturers, and organizers were all
tested but ultimately unscathed by these extremes, learning many valu-
able things over the four weeks.

The Simon Marais Mathematics Competition for undergraduate students in Aus-
tralia, NZ and the Asia Pacific, which is held on 7 October 2017, is advertised in
this issue.

Applications for the 2017 Alf van der Poorten Travelling Fellowship are currently
open and close on 16 August 2017. Applicants should visit the Society’s website at
http://www.austms.org.au/Alf+van+der+Poorten+Travelling+Fellowship for an
application template before submitting an application electronically to the selec-
tion committee at van.der.poorten@austms.org.au.

As usual, the News section in this issue of the Gazette is rich with information
about the happenings in Australian universities including appointments, depar-
tures and promotions, PhDs completed, conferences and courses, and visiting math-
ematicians. Notable are those who have won prizes, scholarships and fellowships
including the prestigious ARC Future Fellowships and the Australian Laureate
Fellowships. Amongst the many conferences and workshops are the Jonathan M.
Borwein Commemorative Conference in Newcastle 25–29 September 2017, the In-
augural Australian Algebra Conference at University Technology, Sydney 27–29
November 2017, and the Harmonic Analysis Conference Celebrating the Mathe-
matical Legacy of Alan McIntosh at ANU 12–16 February 2018.

http://www.austms.org.au/Alf+van+der+Poorten+Travelling+Fellowship
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To complete this issue, I mention Puzzle Corner and the book review of “Does
Mathematical Study Develop Logical Thinking? Testing the Theory of Formal
Discipline” by Matthew Inglis and Nina Attridge, David Wood’s report on ac-
tivities of the Mathematical Research Institute MATRIX, and the report on the
Capital Number Theory conference.
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