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This summer I had the pleasure of teaching at AMSI summer school. At the end of
the course one of the students took a photo of a group of some of the students on
the course. Everyone looks very happy, despite the exams to come, but the really
remarkable thing is that there is no young male of European heritage—no-one
who might be regarded as a ‘typical’ mathematician or even mathematics student.

A group of students from the 2017 AMSI Summer School course on Mathematical
Biology with their lecturer Mary Myerscough. Photo: Collin Zheng.

Of course, there are lots of different sources of diversity. One of the joys of working
with this class was the variety of mathematical backgrounds that students came
with. Some were students going into their honours year— one of the core con-
stituencies of AMSI summer school — others were postgraduate students or estab-
lished researchers in related fields such as epidemiology or agricultural economics.
As the course progressed and students worked together on tutorials it became clear
that this diversity, instead of being a problem, was actually a strength and that
those who had a classic mathematical education could learn from those who were
strong in areas of application and vice versa.
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Diversity includes gender diversity, but also extends beyond gender. I am very
pleased that the current ANZIAM executive has, not just a substantial number
of women, but also people whose heritage is from all over the world: Asia, the
Netherlands, Italy, Eastern Europe. I am even more pleased at the way that we, as
a society, have embraced diversity. At ANZIAM meetings I hear mathematicians,
both male and female, from honours students to retirees, talking about a wide
range of mathematics and applications in accents from every corner of the world,
from Scotland to Brazil, Japan to South Africa, the US to China and, of course
from Australia and New Zealand.

It is well known now that diversity pays rich dividends and contributes to the
productivity and creativity of the professional communities that embrace it. We
should each of us always remember that not all mathematicians are like us. They
are not all middle-aged women like me, just as they are not all the thin nerdy
socially inept young men of the popular imagination. We all need to engage with
colleagues who are different from us, whether in terms of expertise, nationality,
mother tongue, age or gender if we are to grow and truly flourish as a discipline.
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