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Dealing with Australia’s Mathematical Deficit
The mathematical sciences are of critical importance to our human and economic 

capital. By many measures Australia has been running a mathematical deficit for 

years: low adult numeracy, falling numbers of trained teachers and worsening 

school performance, low participation by women, a critically low number of 

graduates, lack of access for regional and low SES areas and uneven uptake of 

mathematical and statistical capacity by business.
Demand for mathematical and statistical skills far outstrips falling supply, and 

maintaining Australia’s international competitiveness, security, population health and 

climate stability requires a mathematically literate population. 
New policies and action are needed now to bring Australia into mathematical surplus. 

This policy document should be read in conjunction with AMSI’s annual Discipline 

Profile of the Mathematical Sciences www.amsi.org.au/discipline-profile-2014. 

AMSI’s 2014 Discipline Profile identifies key priorities for intervention by Australian 

governments and for action by peak bodies — commercial, educational, scientific and 

technological. This policy document is structured around these key priorities.
Priority A  

 

Train the unqualified teachers of school mathematics and secure 

the supply of future maths teachers

Priority B

 

Reverse the decline in intermediate and advanced maths enrolments 

at year 12

Priority C

  

Increase the number of girls studying maths and women 
employed in the quantitative professions
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Dealing with Australia’s mathematical deficit 
Australia’s international position in key school mathematics indicators 
has declined sharply, according to a confronting report by the Australian 
Mathematical Sciences Institute (AMSI). 

The Discipline Profile of the Mathematical Sciences 2014 highlights strategic 
trends in school education, higher education, research and research training, 
and career prospects for graduates. The annual Discipline profile is accompanied 
by a policy brief with measures to deal with the critical problems.

Available for download: 
Discipline Profile
Policy measures

www.amsi.org.au/profile_2014


