
David Yost and I began our joint editorship of the Gazette at the beginning of
2013. The mathematical focus in 2013 in Australia and internationally has been
‘Mathematics of Planet Earth’. As observed by Professor Geoff Prince in his AMSI
Director’s report the MPE website has had 50,000 visitors from 150 countries and
AMSI ran or sponsored 17 MPE scientific events with 200 international speakers.

Professor Nalini Joshi, Chair of the National Committee of Mathematical Sci-
ences, addresses in this issue the London Mathematical Society report ‘Advancing
Women in Mathematics: Good Practice in UK University Departments’. In this
context she asks departments to consider their hiring and recruitment strategies,
professional development, work–life balance, governance, policies and grievances.
Her report is a timely reminder that one must have a package of policies and
procedures to address this issue appropriately.

It is reported in the AustMS News section that the Council received a request
from the Women in Mathematics Special Interest Group to receive annual funding
to establish Travel Grants for Women in Mathematics and Grants for Carers. It
approved initial annual funding of $6400 for the first of these and $1600 for the
second. The Special Interest Group also flagged a proposal to seek funding from
the Society, AMSI and relevant universities to establish an annual Advocate for
Women in Mathematics, to give talks and facilitate forums related to mathematics
in three cities around Australia.

Professor Peter Forrester, President of the Australian Mathematical Society, re-
ferred to speeches by University of Sydney Vice Chancellor Michael Spence who
made a call for the mathematics community to ‘recapture the imagination of the
people’ and by Mary O’Kane, NSW Chief Scientist, who appealed for a broad-
minded approach to our annual meeting, in which mathematics applied to engi-
neering, computer science and technology would be represented in special sessions.
It is an ongoing issue how to make the Australian Mathematical Society and its
Annual Meetings more attractive to Australian mathematicians.

In the AustMS News it is reported that members at the Annual General Meeting
supported moving the Society’s Annual Meeting to early December from 2016 and
seeking to increase the number of joint meetings (for example with ANZIAM, with
the Combinatorial Mathematics Society of Australasia and with foreign mathemat-
ical societies). It was confirmed that the fifty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Society
will be held at the University of Melbourne from Monday 8 December to Friday
12 December 2014, jointly with the New Zealand Mathematical Society as the 8th
Australia-New Zealand Mathematics Convention.

We are delighted to note that Terry Speed has been honoured with Australia’s
highest award for excellence in science, the Prime Minister’s prize for Science.

In this issue Peter Johnston presents data relating to students who completed
Honours in Mathematics during 2012. The data are part of an ongoing project for
the AustMS.
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Angelo Di Pasquale, the Australian IMO Team Leader, reports in this issue on
the 54th International Mathematical Olympiad held in Santa Marta, Colombia.
Angelo observed that a total of 527 high school students from 97 countries par-
ticipated. Each country sends a team of up to six students, a Team Leader and a
Deputy Team Leader. The Australian team was outstanding. They finished equal
15th in the unofficial country rankings with one gold medal, two silver medals and
three bronze medals. Of particular note was the performance of Alex Gunning,
Year 10, Glen Waverley Secondary College, Victoria who received full marks on
five of the six problems, and finished 8th in the individual rankings. Congratula-
tions also to Australia’s Deputy Team Leader, Ivan Guo. He was the proposer of
what was selected as problem 2 on the IMO papers. It is a rare honour to have
one of your problems selected.

Irina Dumitrescu and Olivia Smith report on the three-day conference ‘Optimi-
sation in Industry’ which attracted people from around Australia and the world,
from industry, academia, government and IBM to discuss the applications of math-
ematical optimisation techniques to industrial problems.

Phil Schultz has reviewed two books for us in this issue. They are The Golden
Ticket: P, NP, and the Search for the Impossible by Lance Fortnow and The Unrav-
elers: Mathematical Snapshots, edited by J.-F. Dars, A. Lesne and A. Papillaut.
The mathematical contributors included Michael Atiyah, Jean-Pierre Bourgignon,
Pierre Cartier, Yvonne Choquet-Bruhat, Alain Connes, Pierre Deligne, David
Eisenbud, Mikhail Gromov, Victor Kac, Maxim Kontsevich, Bao Châo Ngô,
Jacques Tits, and Minoru Wakimoto.

Finally, Ivan Guo has again prepared for us a diet of interesting, entertaining and
challenging problems in the Puzzle Corner.
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