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A Decadal Plan for the Mathematical Sciences: the first steps
Decadal adj. means of or relating to the number ten; belonging to a decade or
period of 10 years1 .
Imagine the state of mathematical sciences in Australia in 2024. What would you
like it to be? Can you imagine a change that would have long-term consequences
on the calibre of Australian mathematical sciences?
What is that change? Should it be to make the study of mathematics compulsory for senior high school students? Should it be to have a national research
centre that would be available to support every major area in the mathematical
sciences? Should it be to ensure that there is a mathematics specialist teacher in
every primary school? If you haven’t thought about it yet, start imagining now.
This collective imagining process is the intent of a long-term, strategic plan called
the Decadal Plan for the Mathematical Sciences, which is being initiated by the
National Committee for Mathematical Sciences (NCMS), a committee of the Australian Academy of Science, with the financial support of six additional national
bodies and ten university departments of mathematical sciences2 from around the
country so far. The process being initiated now aims to take your feedback into
account and leads to a decadal plan3 to be produced in 2014, with a view to the
next 10 years.
If you have trouble imagining 2024, try thinking back to 1998. The apparently
relentless decline in government funding since then, the loss of students majoring
in the mathematical sciences and the decrease in numbers of qualified teachers
occurring over the past 14 years have made it difficult to create an optimistic,
long-term view for the mathematical sciences. But, we are the best-placed people
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to provide such a view. If we don’t produce a plan of what we think is the best
way to improve mathematical sciences in the long-term, then who will?
To turn around the situation, we need to formulate and put forward what we
collectively agree is important for us. Then we will have to provide some steps for
how we should move together to make this happen. This is what the aim of the
decadal plan is.
We have started this process by forming a Steering Committee for the decadal
plan, which will report to the NCMS. I am happy to report that Professor Peter
Hall (The University of Melbourne) has agreed to chair this Steering Committee. This committee will have six working groups (or subcommittees), with the
following areas of responsibility:
•
•
•
•
•
•

mathematical and statistical education in schools and colleges
mathematical and statistical education and training in universities
mathematics and statistics in government organisations
mathematics and statistics in business and industry
research centres, present and future, in mathematics and statistics
writing committee.

Chairs for these working groups are being invited and appointed as you read this.
The respective Chairs, in consultation with the Chairs of the Steering Committee
and the NCMS will invite people to join these working groups. Once these appointments are made, the work that will lead to the decadal planning exercise will
commence.
Please collect and sharpen your ideas and bring them to the many meetings we
will have. Given the budget for this decadal plan, it is likely that these meetings
will be mostly virtual, being held as Skype, AGR, Google+ or other social media
events. In the meantime, don’t hesitate to email me if you have any suggestions
or comments.
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