
Welcome to the September issue of the Gazette!

This issue features the first of a new type of invited technical paper. With the guid-
ance of an Advisory Board, we are commissioning articles that report on topics
that are timely, groundbreaking, or related to important results that are news-
worthy in some way. Ideally, these papers should be partly or even substantially
accessible by our wide readership. In the first of these papers, ‘Ricci curvature
and the mechanics of solids’, Michael Eastwood discusses the route recently taken
in deriving new improved finite element schemes in linear elasticity from con-
structions in projective geometry. We look forward to publishing more of these
commissioned articles in coming issues.

In the President’s Column, Nalini Joshi suggests that our Society needs to capi-
talise on online communication, including social networking sites, to help maintain
relevance in the future. Elsewhere, one aspect of the draft National Curriculum
is put under the microscope as Michael Deakin argues that the proposed inclu-
sion of Indigenous Mathematics in the curriculum would be difficult, as no such
topic exists. In Maths Matters, David Shteinman describes successful industrial
projects instigated by the ARC Centre of Excellence for Mathematics and Statis-
tics of Complex Systems. David suggests that there are barriers to further success,
and that these lie within the mathematics community, rather than outside of it.
These three topics are sure to stimulate discussion and we’d be happy to hear your
thoughts on this, or, indeed, any of the content in the Gazette.

We continue to showcase Society members; in this issue the recipient of the 2010
T.M. Cherry Prize, Lewis Mitchell, gives a description of his work in deriving a
variance-constraining Kalman filter to improve weather forecasting. In Mathe-
matical Minds, we talk with Natashia Boland, who demonstrates real passion for
mathematics and relays some excellent career advice for younger researchers. We
also pay tribute to Charles Pearce’s service as Editor of The ANZIAM Journal.

As mentioned in an earlier issue, the Gazette is no longer accepting contributed
technical papers. Peter Brown’s paper, ‘Modifying Möbius’, has the distinction of
being the last of these papers to be published.

We include our regular items of the Puzzle Corner (congratulations to Ross Atkins
for the best submission to Puzzle Corner 17), book reviews, AMSI and AustMS
news.

Happy reading this issue of the Gazette.


