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The AMSI Review

Here is an excerpt from a letter to all AMSI member representatives from Dr Jim
Lewis, Chair of the AMSI Board.

‘Since its inception in 2002 AMSI has not undergone a formal review. Although
it is not a requirement of the current joint venture agreement there is a broad
consensus that such a review will be valuable to the institute. AMSI’s lead agency,
The University of Melbourne, also has its own internal review requirements which
will be satisfied by a wide ranging, transparent external review.

I am pleased to be able to inform you that the panel for the independent review
of AMSI has been finalised and will comprise:

Dr Ron Sandland, ex CSIRO (Chair)
Professor Arvind Gupta, Simon Fraser University, MITACS Director
Professor Celia Hoyles, University of London (by correspondence)
A fourth person will join the panel (to be announced shortly).

The review’s terms of reference are:

1. The role of AMSI as a facilitator of research interaction, both within the Aus-
tralian Mathematical Sciences community (in academia and industry), and
with other communities/sectors. This includes AMSI’s current and future
roles as the national mathematical sciences research institute.

2. The Institute’s outreach role in the Australian community and its role in all
three education sectors: primary, secondary and tertiary.

3. The role of AMSI as an advocate for the broader mathematical sciences com-
munity.

4. The external funding of AMSI from all sources.
5. The management of the Institute and its efficacy in delivery of the core busi-

ness of AMSI.
6. The performance of the Institute to date against the contractual requirements

of the Joint Venture Agreement, funding agreements and consultancies.
7. The legal status, governance and membership of the Institute. This includes

the subscription model, its equity, transparency and structural implications.

The panel invites submissions from the Institute’s Joint Venture partners, associate
members, Board, management, clients and other interested parties. Please send
submissions to the review secretary, Simi Henderson, at AMSI (simi@amsi.org.au).

The deadline for submissions is 10 September 2010
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In addition to considering written submissions, the panel will hold consultation
hearings in the first week of October. Full details of hearings (time and location of
hearings and time available), will be advised in due course when the committee’s
schedule is finalised.’

Full details of the review can be found at: www.amsi.org.au/amsi review.php.

Welcome to the AMSI Statistician

It’s a pleasure to welcome statistician Dr Kathryn Haskard to AMSI. Kathryn will
be working on AMSI’s behalf with Parks Victoria and also with our membership
to create consultancy opportunities. Kathryn has a PhD in spatial statistics from
the University of Adelaide and has long experience in statistical consultancy with
CSIRO and BiometricsSA amongst others. Most recently she held a postdoctoral
fellowship at Rothamsted Research in the UK working with Professor Murray Lark
on modelling non-stationarity on covariance functions in spatial analysis. Kathryn
can be contacted at Kathryn@amsi.org.au.

AMSI Summer School

The 2011 AMSI Summer School will be held at the University of Adelaide from
Monday 10 January to Friday 4 February. See our ad elsewhere in this issue and
look out for the posters in your department.
Details at http://www.maths.adelaide.edu.au/amsi2011/.

AMSI Vacation Research Scholarships

The closing date for the 2010/2011 AMSI Vacation Research Scholarships is 12
October 2010. See our ad elsewhere in this issue and look out for the posters in
your department. Details at http://www.amsi.org.au/index.php/events/488-vs11.

AMSI Member Bulletin

AMSI is producing an electronic bulletin for staff and students at AMSI member
institutions. You can subscribe online at
http://www.amsi.org.au/index.php/publications/amsi-ice-em-bulletin.

I was a Monash undergraduate and took out a La Trobe PhD
in 1981 in geometric mechanics and Lie groups. This was fol-
lowed by a postdoc at the Institute for Advanced Study in
Dublin. I’ve enjoyed teaching at RMIT, UNE and La Trobe.
My research interests lie mainly in differential equations, dif-
ferential geometry and the calculus of variations. I’m a proud
Fellow of the Society, currently a Council and Steering Com-
mittee Member. I became AMSI director in September 2009.

www.amsi.org.au/amsi_review.php
mailto:Kathryn@amsi.org.au
http://www.maths.adelaide.edu.au/amsi2011/
http://www.amsi.org.au/index.php/events/488-vs11
http://www.amsi.org.au/index.php/publications/amsi-ice-em-bulletin

